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Dr.-Ing. Michael Wallinger holds a doctorate in mechanical engineering 

and has been admitted as a German Patent Attorney since 1987 and 

as a European Patent Attorney since 1988. Wallinger Ricker Schlotter 

Tostmann emerged from the patent law firm he founded in 1989, which 

operated as Wallinger and Partner from 1996 to 2007.

German and European Patent Attorney

European Trademark and Design Attorney

Legal Practice

Since 1983, Dr.-Ing. Wallinger has been involved in significant patent litigati-

on involving a triple-digit number of patent infringement, invalidity, and op-

position cases. A significant number of these cases have been finally decided 

by the German Federal Supreme Court and are often considered landmark 

decisions.

These decisions include: “Diving Computer” in relation to the patentability of 

software programs, “Radio Clock I, II” in relation to international jurisdiction, 

“Torque Transmission Device” and “Time Telegram”, which are landmark 

decisions for claim amendments during the patent examination phase, and 

“Sprocket Arrangement” and “Multiple Gear Hub”, which represent legal pre-

cedents in relation to the interpretation of patent claims.

The most recent decision, “Orange Book Standard,” concerns the tension bet-

ween patents and standards under antitrust law. In these cases, Dr.-Ing. Wal-

linger has represented large companies, such as automobile manufacturers 

and automotive suppliers, as well as medium-sized companies. The technolo-

gy in these cases includes mechanical devices, particularly for the automotive 

and bicycle industries; electronic products, such as CDs, CD-Rs, DVDs, and 

DVD-Rs; and computer-controlled devices, such as automatic transmissions, 

air conditioning systems, and measuring instruments.
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Founding of the patent law firm Wallinger Ricker 

Schlotter Tostmann, which operated as Wallinger 

and Partner from 1996 to 2007

Admission as European Patent Attorney

seit 1983

seit 1988

seit 1987

1989

Admission as German Patent Attorney

Involvement in significant patent litigation with 

triple-digit numbers of patent infringement, pa-

tent nullity, or opposition proceedings

Career

Memberships

Studies in mechanical engineering at the Techni-

cal University of Clausthal. Research assistant at 

the Institute for Friction Technology and Machine 

Kinetics at the Technical University of Clausthal.

Electrical engineering/electronics: major in elect-

rical measurement and control engineering, seve-

ral years as research assistant at the Institute of 

Electrical Engineering at the Technical University 

of Clausthal

Studies

Technical Background

Mechanical engineering: Dr.-Ing. Wallinger studied mechanical engineering 

at Clausthal University of Technology, majoring in transmission technology, 

internal combustion engines, and plain and rolling bearings; research assis-

tant at the Institute for Friction Technology and Machine Kinetics at Clausthal 

University of Technology, the former Max Planck Institute for Friction Techno-

logy; dissertation on the lubrication of gears according to elastohydrodyna-

mic theory.
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Electrical Engineering/Electronics: Dr.-Ing. Wallinger studied majored in elec-

trical measurement and control engineering; worked for several years as a 

research assistant at the Institute of Electrical Engineering at the Clausthal 

University of Technology; developed computer programs in various pro-

gramming languages for scientific projects for NASA, among others; deve-

loped electronic measurement equipment for test benches, supervised the 

institute‘s own computer systems in the Institutes of Electrical Engineering 

and Friction Engineering.

Memberships

+ Patent Attorneys Association (PAK)

+ �Institute of Professional Representatives before the European Patent  

Office (epi)

+ Association of Intellectual Property Attorneys (VPP)

+ International Federation of Intellectual Property Attorneys (FICPI)

+ American Intellectual Property Law Association (AIPLA)

+ Society for the Protection of Intellectual Property and Copyright (GRUR)

+ Licensing Executives Society (LES)

+ Association of German Engineers (VDI)

+ International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property (AIPPI)

Awards
Dr.-Ing. Wallinger has been individually awarded „Bronze“ in the current edi-

tion of the IAM Patent 1000: The World‘s Leading Patent Professionals in the 

category ‚Infringement‘. IAM says: „Vastly experienced, Michael Wallinger has 

a track record of success in contentious patent proceedings that stretches 

back 40 years and which encompasses multiple precedent-setting cases. He 

has a mechanical engineering background but is a quick learner on just about 

type of technology.“
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